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420 Book Reviews m.v.h.e. 

Dutch and English on the Hudson. A chronicle of colonial New York. 
By Maud Wilder Goodwin. [Chronicles of America series] (New 
Haven : Yale university press, 1919. 243 p. $3.50) 

The Chronicles of America in their artistic bindings, with their fine 
quality of paper, readable type, and well-chosen, beautifully-executed 
illustrations, at once attract the lover of good books. Certainly every 
author in the series is, as it were, "well introduced." Maud Wilder 
Goodwin in her volume on Dutch and English on the Hudson presents 
a very readable sketch of New Netherland and colonial New York. Al- 
though not based on an exhaustive, intimate knowledge of the sources 
of New York history, the volume shows that the author has well assim- 
ilated the main facts in the early history of the empire state, while an il- 
luminating imagination and a command of good English enable her to 
tell the story to good effect. A little more than one half of the book is 
devoted to the Dutch period, the remainder carrying the narrative to the 
oTitbreak of the revolution. 

The first two chapters are devoted to the voyage of Hudson and the 
ventures of the early traders and settlers ; another chapter tells the story 
of the patroons, while the general social and economic life of the Dutch 
colony is described mainly in the two chapters on "Domines and school 
teachers ' ' and ' ' The burghers. ' ' In the English period more particular 
attention is given to Jacob Leisler, Captain Kidd and the pirates, Peter 
Zenger, the negro plots, and Sir William Johnson. The author objects to 
the emphasis which has been placed upon the "purely commercial" na- 
ture of Dutch colonization in America and believes that "in reality the 
founding of New Netherland marked a momentous epoch in the struggle 
for the freedom of conscience." If a mistake has been made in the 
commonly accepted theory that the commercial motive was the chief in- 
centive for the original founding and settlement of the Dutch colony on 
the Hudson, Mrs. Goodwin hardly justifies any different view by the 
facts or arguments which she presents in the chapter on "Domines and 
school teachers." Most of the chapter concerns itself with the religious 
persecutions under Stuyvesant, the poor ability of the early schoolmas- 
ters and the discouraging conditions under which they had to work. 
Without question New Netherland allowed, comparatively speaking, a 
large measure of toleration, but it will take much ingenious explaining 
to demonstrate that any other motive predominated over trade and profit 
in the founding of the colony. 

C. H. Rammelkamp 



